52                 THE  PROBLEM  OF

it is impossible to deny that some limitations fhere
must have been. What the Gospels depict is the
life of One who was not God only, nor man only,
but the God-man ; in other words, it is " I3ie divine
nature acting under conditions of manhood " which
they show us, rather than " the divine nature per
se" l Indeed, it is difficult to see how any one
can deny this without emptying the Incarnation
of all reality. Nor are we left to the precarious
guidance of a theological induction. If there is one
saying attributed by our Gospels to Jesus concern-
ing the genuineness of which critics of all schools
are agreed, it is that recorded in Mark xiii. 32 :
Of that day or that hour knoweth no one, not even the
angels in heaven., neither the Son, but the Eathef.
This is surely decisive. If we had nothing more,
this saying would be sufficient to show the mistaken
zeal of those who would clothe Christ during His
earthly life with all the attributes of absolute
Deity. But, as every reader of the Gospels knows,
this is far from being all. Jesus, we are told,
advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favour with
God and man (Luke ii. 52); he expressed surprise ;
he asked information ; He prayed, as one to whom
the future is not clear, // it be possible, let this cup
pass away from Me ; He lived, as we His servants
should, a life of humble and daily dependence upon

1 The language is Bishop Gore's:  Dissertations, p. 165,